










People are ver y seri ous about the struggle to gel r id of 
bourgeois institutions and ways ·of thinking. The Cultu ral 
Revolut ion is badl y needed. l don' t think there i much 
opposition to Mao but old ideas about special privileges 
die slowly. Also, we kn ow about the Ame rican pla ns lo 
attack us and we a re getting ready . Bu t. the main thing 
is to get rid of our own revisionists and b ureaucracies 
with capitalist ideas. 1aturall y ome of the peo ple who 
were used to li ving better than other people have wormed 
their wa y into the Party, in some places. We have to take 
their power awa y but it doesn' t do any good to beat them 
or humiliate them by parading them thro ugh the streets. 
Our chairma n, Cha irman Mao, teaches us that you ha ve 
lo give them a way back. You have to change their ideas. 

Hua ng insisted on tran sl ating for m e sections of a 
sp ech by Lin Piao, which Lin had made at a rally of 
Red Guards in P ek ing on A ugust 31. I already had an 
E nglish version th at I had pick ed up in P eking a nd I 
quo te the k ey passage from i t: 

We must carry out the struggle by reasoning and no t by 
coercion or force. Don' t hit people. Th is applie also to 
the struggle against those persons in a uthority who are 
taking the capitalist road as well a to the struggle against 
landlords, rich peasa nts, coun ter-revo lutionari es, bad ele
ments and Righti sts. Coercion or force in the stru ggle 
against them can only touch their skins. Only by reaso11-
ing is it po siL le to touch thei r sou ls. Only by rea!"oni ng, 
by exposing them full · and criticizing them profo undly, 
is it possible to e pose their rn unter-revolutionary fea
tures tho roughly. 

Sim ilar senti men ts h ave been expressed over anJ over 
again by Mao and Chou En-lai . 

Beyond Education 
B y stressing the concern of the R ed Guards over the 
form, content and context of their education , I do not 
m ean to minimize their con cer n with substantive politi
cal questions of economics a nd foreign policy. Most 
American student rebels t end to see the Ame rican edu
cational system as b oth a r eflection and a p erpetuator 
of the l arger dehumanized and u ndemocratic society. 
Such " R ed Guard typ e" acti vities as sit-ins during dr,.ft
def erment exams or at univer sity centers for ch emical 
and biologica l research progr am s combine indignation 
at the p assive role a signed tudents in univnsity J er-i
sion-m aking with revulsion from A merican for eign 
policy and war atrocities. Similarly the Chinese R ed 
Guards m ove naturally from discm ~ing the stupidity 
of exams and grading to the shallowness of the " bour
geois liter ature" they have been stuil ying- with its 
"exaltation of capitalist virtues"- the "errors" of "So
vie t R evisioni sm " and th e n ecessi ty of combating those 
who are anxious io r estore ca pitalism to China. As with 
a lot of the Chinese polemics, t he langu age about ·'capi
tali sm " i apt to b e misleading for Americans. Talk 
about the persist ence of capitalist attitud es and the 
dangers of a capital ist r estor ation has gladdened the 
h earts of U.S . Senators, edi torial writers for the Daily 
News and countless other Am ericans who beli eve that 
freedom and d emoc racy canno t exist u nless the owner-
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~hip anil l"Ontrol of the econom y i~ in I he hands of pri
vat e individuals anil corporations o pe ra ting on the basis 
of the profit mot ivc. Visions have hecn createil of a 
China re a<ly lo weJcome back Chiang Kai-sh ck and the 
bi g industrialists. 

When l wa~ in China, the people l i;poke with talked as 
if som ething very different was involved- not the re!! to
ration of private corporal ions and the return to a sys
t em of vast private and corporate holdings in agricul
tu re aucl industry, but rather the perpetuation and 
growth of excessive income differ entials. The Chinese 
were hav in g basically the same debate that the Cubans 
had been having when I vi sited Cu ha in the spring of 
1964, though the slogans and the m ethods of carrying 
it on were different. In Cuba they were arguing about 
the relative importance of " m aterial" a nd " m oral" in
centives. Apart from questions of foreign p olicy, the 
debate in both countries and throu ghout the Commu
nii;t world is essP.ntially over how far and how fa st to 
travel in the transition from sociali sm (" To P. s.ch ac
cording to his work"- and those who won't work won' t 
eat) to communism (" From each according his abilities 
and to each acc_g.rding to hi s n eeds") .1 

In Cuba, which had seen so many of it engineers, doc
tors and oth P.r trained prof P.ssionals lured away by the 
capitalist " freP. ilom" of the United States, there was a 
tende ncy in 1964 to increase slightly the emoluments 
and other privileges of the professionals who were hold
overs from th e old society, while at the same time ap
pealing to the n ewly trained professionals to put their 
tal ents and training at the service of their fellows with
out dem anding exorbitant rewards. Different institu
tional opportunities we re available to the old profes
sionals than to the new, but both groups were exhorted 
and encouraged to follow the more egalitarian example 
of the Communist leader s. There was general agreem ent 
that the Communists had not succumbed to corruption 
and luxury but lived simply and inexpensively, close to 
the rural and urban poor. In 1964, I noticed that various 
governmental agencies had begun to operate a number 
of more expen sive faciliti es (restaurants, hotels, night 
clubs) than in 1960 on the dual theory that they k ept 
th e bourgeoisie happier and served as a m eans of get-

IA complicating factor is the emer gence of new econ omic co11di -
1ions in the Soviet Union and Easte rn Europe. So lon g as there 
was a shortage of consumer goods, everything that was produced 
was sold, but when the soc ialist countries achieved a substantial 
expan sion of production , the buyin g public began to be more 
choosey. If a factory produced items that were una ttracti ve or of 
poor quality, no on e bou ght them. So the various countries b egan 
to experiment with new methods of planning and marketing that 
would make output and quality more respon sive to consumer 
demand. From talking with Poles, Romauian s, <:: zechs and Rus
s ians, I got the im press ion that the key shift in economics has 
been the experimenta ti on with decentralized contracts between 
producin" o rganizations and marke ting organizations. On the 
othe r hand if one li stens to the American or Chin ese critics, the 
m ore allluent sociali st countries are re introducing the capitalist 
free market and the profit motive and beginning a shift back 
toward capitali sm. 

Tn Cuba ancl China , wb c; re produ ction is at a lower level than in 
the Sovie t U nion, the problem s a re diffe rent and revolve around 
the importance of increasin g production while maintaining (or 
achievin g) equitable di stribution. 



ting back from them some of the extra money they 
were allowed to earn. 

In China, R~d Guards and Maoists said very little about 
the p eople who coveted sp ecial rewards and privileges 
and fl ed to Taiwan or Hong Kong (this was not a cur
rent issu e) but rather complained about those who had 
looked after their selfish interests by entrenching them
selves in certain sections of the Party and in other 
bureaucratic posts, where they were slowing down and 
even trying to reverse the progress towards commu
nism . Th e educational system was faulted for p erpetu
atin11: class divisions by preserving a curriculum and 
system of' examinations that had been inherited from 
a class society and had n ever been thoroughly revolu
tionalized . Not only were there natural privileges that 
inhe red to the sons of intellectuals and the middle class 
unde r the present system, but it was charged that in 
certain universiti es sp ecial di scrimination had been 
practiced against the sons of peasants and workers be
cause of the snobbishne~~ and " revisionist attitudes" of 
the professors and administrators. Certain magazines 
and other cultural institutions, such as theatre groups 
and ( until recently) the opera were charged with pro
moting bourgeois virtues such as individualism and 
philanthropy, rather than encouraging the ideologic 
and spiritual attitudes of communism. 

I don' t want to be misleading. The Chinesr,, were very 
de finite in stating that capitalism had been ' r estored in 
the Soviet Union or ( depending on who I was talking 
too ) that it was in the process of being restored. They 
also said that there were R evisionist s in China, some of 
them within the Communist Party, who wanted to r e
store capitalism to China. But when I said that I had 
sp ent three weeks in the Soviet Union and was con
vinced that the Russians had not gone capitalist and 
from what I could see did not intend to, they answered 
by r eferring to exaggerated Ru~Qian differentials in 
wages and income. They told me that thP maximum 
income differentials in China were about five to one. 
In the early days of the R evolution the gap was approxi
m ately ten to one, but this had been gradually reduced 
by a process of freezing the top levels and gradually 
ra ising the lower ones. By contrast they argued that the 
differentials were far greater in the Soviet Union-for 
movie stars, administrators, managers, famous intellec
tuals, e tc. They argued that in contrast to China, the 
Soviet Union was widening the gap. This is what they 
calJed the restoration of capitalism. The main political 
conflict in China, they argued , was b etween those who 
wanted to reduce the five-to-oqe differential and a small 
minority who wanted to increase it. 

Strength or Weakness? 
ThP. turmoil of the Cu1tural Revolution is generally inter
preted in the United States, on both the left and the 
right, as evidence of weakness and failure in China. 
After watching this r evolution for eleven short days 
and talking at length with some of those taking part, I 
t end to think that it is a sign of strength and vitality. 
Of course there are aspects that I find rlistast eful , in
cluding the sloganeering and the ritualistic study and 
praisP of the writings of Mao. Will the pressures to 

conformism sap the strongly libertarian attitudes which 
are so noticeable in the R ed Guards and (contrary to 
the assumptions of most Westerners) in Chinese society 
fl;enerall y ? One would have to spend much longer in 
China than I did to appraise the d ynamics of this turbu
lent continuing re volution. But it is clear to me that 
many of the participants are striving to achieve an un
precedented combination · of communist solidarity and 
individual freedom, ·which would avoid both the drab 
conformism of the ant h eap and capitalism 's individual
istic rat race for ep ecial privilege at the expense of 
one's fellows. 

My impression was that the loudspeakers and mass 
rallies, the sh outing of slogans and the beating of cym
bals and drums, the public r eadings of the words of 
Mao on airpla nes and trains-most of which I fouvd 
offensive-were not as coercive as they sound second
hand. There were times when I was r eminded of the 
singing of " The Star Spangled Banner" at baseball 
games or the group recitals of the pledge of allegiance 
in our schools and at P.T.A. m eetings. Ther e were other 
times vhen I wonder ed whether a more apt comparison 
might not be with the singing of "We Shall Overcome" 
at civil-rights rallies or in preparation for an encounter 
with the authorities in a civil-disobedience action. 

I esp ecially deplore the humiliation of r evisionist s and 
other "sinners" by placing dunce caps on their h eads 
and parading them through the street s. Who can judge 
whether rubbing a man of his dignity in this manner 
is not both as cruel to the victiw and as spiritually cor
rupting to the practitioner s as shooting a man or sen
t encing him to prison? I have already said that I spoke 
to no one in China who justified such incidents and 
that the top Maoist leadership has condemned them, 
but I have no way of knowing how widespread this and 
similar practices have b ecome. The W estern press de
lights in presenting them as t ypical of what is going 
on in China but we may find out later that they r epre
sent but a few instances in which the holligan spirit 
has taken over . 

It is ironic that Americans condemn the turbulence and 
excesses of the Cultural R evolution as if they reflected 
an innate Communist evil and a Chinese predisposition 
to violence. Am ericans should at least take care to place 
these activities in -the context of the expected American 
invasion. The nuclear bomb test s of the fifties, the con
sciousness of omnipresent fallout, the sense of impend
ing doom in a nuclear holocaust contributed to the 
em er gence of a new mood -in the United States, and 
the end of student apathy. The American invasion of 
Vietnam, with its million dead or mutilated child vic
tims, and its m essage (as read in China ) that the 
United States will go to any extrem e to prevent Asian 
self-determination and dignity is a major factor in pro
duc ing the present mood in China. The massacre of 
nearl y a million Indonesians in a W ashington-a:ided 
pro-Western cot.}' was hailed in the United States as a 
triumph of American fore ign policy but not surpris
ingly it h elped produce a different p sychology in neigh
boring China- a p sychology in which the Chinese may 
find a n ew unity of purpose. 
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