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DO YOU WANT TO GO TO WAR 
IN EL SALVADOR? 

The Reagan Administration is trying to lull the American people into accepting a massive military 
intervention in El Salvador. First, they say, we'll just provide a little aid, then just a few "advisers ," then a little 
more aid, then just a few more "advisers," and then-we find ourselves caught in their El Salvador War. 

The Reagan Administration wants us to believe that 
intervention in El Salvador: 

- will not lead to a national fiasco like the Vietnam War. 
-serves the interests of the American people. 
-does not conflict with U.S. commitments to democracy and 

human decency. 
What is the reality? 

Into the Tunnel 
By intervening in El Salvador, the U.S. is entering a tunnel 

whose other end we cannot know. We are told that El Salvador, 
unlike Vietnam, is a small country in the U.S.'s "front yard"; the 
implication is that defeating the insurgency there will be easy. 
Promises that " the boys will be home by Christmas" will be all 
too familiar to those who lived through the Vietnam era. 

• Opposition to the ruling junta is widespread and long
standing. There is no way that a few dozen or even a few 
thousand " advisers" can end an insurgency so deeply rooted as 
that in El Salvador. Therefore the U.S. will constantly have to 
escalate its involvement or face " losing. " 

• The U.S. will be fighting alone. No European country 
supports us. Mexico and Canada have specifically disassociated 
themselves from U.S. intervention. Many members of the 
Organization of American States oppose it outright. 

• U.S . intervention threatens to escalate into a general war 
throughout much of Central America. A war spanning 
Nicaragua, Honduras, and Panama as well as El Salvador 
would hardly be a " little war"-together these countries are far 
large r than South Vietnam. 

Whose Interests'? 
Intervention in El Salvador is against the interest of the 

American people: 
• It will lead to the deaths of American military people sent 

there. How long will it be till the first American soldier comes 
home in a coffin? 

• It will cost large sums of money at a time when money is 
badly needed for other purposes. 

• It will earn the U .S. the enmity of the people of El Salva
dor and all Latin America. 

• It will provide a justification for intervention by other 
countries, both in Latin America and in the rest of the world . 

Unfortunately, there are several groups in the U.S. that badly 
want us to return to the days of " gunboat diplomacy" in Latin 
America: 

• U .S. corporation and banks have billions of dollars of 
investments in Latin America. These are threatened every time 
there is a revolutionary or nationalist movement, no matter 
how democratic. So business interests want the U.S. to support 
authoritarian governments which will preserve them from such 
threats. They know that the American people would not support 
intervention on such grounds, so they conjure up a "Communist 
threat.' ' 

• Many U.S. military careerists and their supporters want to 
return to the days when the U.S. military could intervene 
wherever it wanted around the globe, " from the Halls of 
Montezuma to the Shores of Tripoli. " They want to shatter the 
restraints that have kept America out of war since Vietnam. 
They hope a quick and easy victory in El Salvador will lower our 
resistance to larger, more costly interventions in the future . 

• The political right in the U.S. wants to win the " glory" 
associated with showing off national power. They hope to prove, 
by defeating the insurgency in El Salvador, that with the right's 
" machismo" America can again impose its will throughout the 
world. 

Diego Rivera 

This Is What American Aid Will Buy 
This is one of many similar accounts that Rep. Barbara 

Mikulski collected from refugees who had fled El 
Salvador: 

"She says that she would like to tell us the following: 
That many members of her family were killed, so many 
were killed that she doesn't even remember their names. 
She would first like to speak about her brothers and sisters. 
She mentions about five that were killed. She says that six, 
two sisters and four cousins, all women, were killed and 
found naked. One of those women was pregnant. These 
women have left children. One left two, the other left three 
orphans. They have not accounted for all of them. About 
seven months ago, they killed one of her family and the 
chi ld was an infant and is now in a hospital in a nearby town 
close to death. The Army threw the baby in the river when 
they found them, and they took them into the woods and 
later they were found. She personally saw children around 
the age of eight being raped, and then they would take their 
bayonets and make mincemeat of them. With their guns 
they would shoot at their faces. 

" She said, 'Even those going to the mountainside, you 
weren't safe, for the military has huge machines , and set up 
mortars on the mountain and shoot at the villagers.'" 

Question: "These were Army troops or guards?" 
Answer: "Troops. Army." 
Question: " Did the left ever do those things?" 
Answer: "No. No, they haven't done any of those kinds 

of things ... but the Army would cut people up and put soap 
and coffee in their stomachs as a mocking. They would slit 
the stomach of a pregnant woman and take the child out, as 
if they were taking eggs out of an iguana. That is what I 
saw." 



Straining Credibility: Reagan Administra
tion Statements on El Salvador. 

The Reagan Administration wants to persuade us that 
El Salvador is in trouble because Russia is trying to " take 
over" Central America, creating a "Communist threat" to 
the United States . Let's look at this argument: 

• Why is there a revolution in El Salvador? 
Reagan's U.N . Ambassador Jeanne Kirkpatrick says 

that the violence in El Salvador is not caused by social 
injustice-"a situation that has existed for decades·'-but 
by " the introduction of arms from the outside,"' as if 
decades of social injustice don 't mean anything. 

But even Duarte, head of the ruling junta, admits that, 
' ' This is the history of people starving to death , living in 
misery . For fifty years, the same people had all the power, 
all the money , all the opportunities. Those who did not 
have anything tried to take it away from those who had 
everything. But there were no democratic systems 
available to them, so they have radicalized themselves , 
resorted to violence. And of course this second group, the 
rich, do not want to give up anything, so they are fighting." 

• Aren't the Cubans and Russians supplying arms? 
The charges of massive Communist arms supply is 

primarily an attempt to manipulate the American public. 
According to the Washington Post, "in private, top State 
Department officials acknowledge that there is little 
evidence to support the allegations of a heavy supply of 
arms from Cuba." Ha,per's editor T.D. Allman reported, 
.. As I travelled from El Salvador, to Nicaragua, to Costa 
Rica and Panama ... my most interesting discovery 
consisted in what I could not find. The head of the 
American military mission in San Salvador ... could not 
help me .. .It was the same in San Jose. in Panama, 

Subverting American Values 
U.S. intervention in El Salvador violates all that is best in 

American values and traditions: 
• The purpose of U.S. intervention is to dictate what kind of 

government the people of El Salvador should have. But that is 
not the business of the U.S. The Salvadoran people have the 
right to choose their government without U .S. interference; after 
all , El Salvador isn' t trying to tell us how to run the U .S. We 
fought a revolution to tell the British not to run our affairs ; we 
should respect the right of the Salvadorans to run theirs. 

• An archbishop, nine priests, and four Catholic mission
aries from the United States have been murdered in El Salvador. 
According to the present archbishop, " Although those directly 
responsible for the persecution try to hide their guilt, denouncing 
the violence as simply a battle between the far-right and the far
left, it has been evident that the majority of the persecution of the 
Church has been carried out by security forces and paramilitary 
organizations." 

• According to El Salvador's Human Rights Commission, 
13, I 94 people were killed in political violence last year. The 
archbishop' s Legal Aid Commission reports that 66% of them 
were killed by Government security forces , and 14% by right
wing death squads. 

• U.S . aid is being used to conduct a war against the people 
of El Salvador. The following story, told by a New York Times 
reporter, is only one of many: 

" A few weeks ago, an army truck dumped the bodies of 22 
young men and women in a pile . . . The Government said they 
were ' subversives. ' According to a Government official , more 
than 200 leaders of the new farm cooperatives have been killed , 
and 80 cooperatives are now paying ' protection money' to local 
military commanders. " 

Stopping It 
The Reagan Administration's attempt to win support at home 

for their war in El Salvador is failing: 
- A Gallup Poll of March, 1981 , found that two out of three of 

those questioned fear that the situation in El Salvador will 
develop into another Vietnam, that only 30% favor sending 
military advisers , and that only 4% think the U .S. should send 
troops to help the government of El Salvador. 

- Many in Congress are wary about intervention. Even before 
public opposition mounted, a House appropriations sub
committee came within one vote of preventing expanded 
military aid to El Salvador. 

- Many organizations have called for an end to U.S. aid to the 
government of El Salvador. These range from the U.S. Catholic 
Conference and the Board of Global Ministries of the United 
Methodist Church to the International Association of Machin
ists and the American Anthropological Association. 

Teguicigalpa ... not one could show me a captured Cuban 
adviser, or a single Russian gun, or even a pamphlet printed 
in Managua and exported by the Sandinistas ... " 

The U.S. has supplied the Salvadoran army millions of 
dollars in aid and trained two thousand officers. That is by 
far the largest foreign intervention in El Salvador. 

• Won't Central America fall to the Communists? 
General Haig has stated that the insurgency in El 

Salvador was only part of the "four-phased operation'" by 
Russia and Cuba, in which the first part was the "seizure of 
Nicaragua. " " Next is El Salvador," to be followed by 
Honcjuras and Guatemala. If Haig thinks that Nicaragua 
has been seized by "Communists," he should consider the 
fact that the foreign minister of Nicaragua is a Mary knoll 
priest, the architect of the Sandinistas ' economic plan is a 
Jesuit, and a large part of the leadership at all levels are 
nuns, priest. and theologians . IfHaigequates Communism 
with Catholicism, it is no wonder he sees Latin America 
"going Communist"! 

• Isn't the opposition Communist? 
The Reagan Administration has gone to great lengths to 

convince us that the opposition to the present regime 
consists of " leftist guerrillas." The reality? According to 
former U.S. Ambassador to El Salvador Murat Williams, 
" In the present distorted framework, used by the 
American Government and some of the American press , 
one must place on the ' left' virtually the entire Roman 
Catholic hierarchy . Also on the left one must place even 
some members of the Salvadoran aristocracy. as well as 
intellectuals, academics, many lawyers and businessmen 
and the great mass of Salvadoran Catholics. both peasants 
and workers."' According to Williams, "that hetero
geneous left must make up over 80% of the Salvadoran 
population. " 

The Reagan Administration will not easily abandon their war 
in El Salvador. The struggle to force it to stop will be neither 
short nor easy. But even before forcing an end to U .S. interven
tion, opposition can slow down the escalation of U.S. involve
ment and limit its extent, make the government think twice 
before it intervenes elsewhere, and help encourage opposition in 
other countries. 

The millions of Americans who are now merely worried about 
Reagan's El Salvador War need to make up their minds to stop it 
before it goes any further. We must let the Congress, the 
Administration, and the military and business establishments 
know that the opposition to their policies in El Salvador is not 
going to go away; it will continue to grow bigger and bigger until 
the U .S. withdraws all support from the government and military 
of El Salvador. Opposition has already begun, with massive 
letter-writing, vigils, church services, teach-ins , and demonstra
tions . Join the movement to stop the Reagan Administration 's 
war. 

We can learn something from the Catholic Church in Latin 
America. Ten years ago the Church made a momentous choice: 
to change their allegiance from the rich and powerful to the poor. 
The time has come for the people of the United States to make 
that same choice. 

We are told that fighting for our country's interests is an act of 
patriotism. What could better se rve the interests of the American 
people than to help prevent the catastrophe of another Vietnam? 

This pamphlet was prepared by: 
Common Sense for Hard Times Pamphlets 

West Cornwall , Connecticut 06796: 

Order additional copies from: 

New England Free Press 
60 Union Square 

Somerville , Massachusetts 02143 
6 17-628-2450 

$ I 0 .00 per hundred (postpaid prepaid) 
$ . 75 single copies 

contact fo r rates on large orders 
please include payment with your order 

Permission hereby gran1cd to reprint if you identify ~ourcc and send us a copy. 


