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Women form the oldest and largest continu a l ly oppressed group in the family of human
kind, their subjugation dating fro m the downfall o f p r imitive communal society a nd 
the rise of private property . 

The inab ility of the 'most advanced, technologically developed ' etc . c apital is t so
ciety to provide equality to half its c i tizens not only exposes the thorough hypocrisy 
of all that society 's words about 'justice ' and 'equality '. It also shows t hat the 
struggle for equality of women is a revo l utionary task -- that is, one which c annot 
be completed under the present system of private property and the exploi t ation of the 
majority of people by a social class which is defi ne d by its ownership of the means 
of producing wealth. 

Male supremacy in the movement mirrors male supremacy in capitalis t society . The 
fact that male supremacy persists in the movement today , raises the issue t hat al
though no people ' s liberation can happen wi thout a soci a list revolution i n this coun
try, a socialist revolution could take place which maintains t h e s econdary pos ition 
of women in society. Therefore the l iberation of women must become a conscious part 
of our struggle for people's liberation . 

Women are not oppressed as a class but they are oppressed as women within each class . 
We emphasize that oppression of women through male s upremacy, like racism which op
presses black people, is not merely a quantitative increase in the class exploitation 
which women experience, but also a qualitative l y different kind of oppression which 
they experience as women in addition to the exploitation o f al l wo r king people.* 

Material Basis 
Before discussing the material basis of the oppress ion of women , we must emphasize 
here that not only is the oppression o f women most severe in the working class, but 
that black working class women are t he mo st oppressed g roup in the society . Black 
women are a uniquely oppressed group becaus e as blacks , as workers, and as women, 
they experience the most compound forms of oppression capita lism/ imperialism has de
vised. 

The material bas i s of women's oppression can be listed under three main headi ngs: 

1. Women are a reserve army of labor to b ring down wages; for instance, (a) they 

* The process by which men a r e used a s tools of the rul ing class in the opp ression 
of women is more accurately described by the term male supremacy t h an t he term 
male chauvinism. Male chauvinism depicts only the mental attitude of male su
per iority, whereas the term male sup remacy convey s that men occupy dominant po
sitions over women in society and perp e t uate that dominance, as well as incorpo
rating the first idea. 



have been u sed in the past t o t ake t he p l ace of male wo r kers ne eded by the military 
in wartime ; (b) at times women are us ed against collective l y organiz e d groups of 
workers, since their condition forces them to work for lowe r pay . 

2. Women fulfi ll the function o f saving enormous cos t s fo r t he bourgeoisie in that 
they perform free services (housekeepi ng) ,providi ng the nece s sities of life for the 
working class man at the lowest possible cos ts. 

3. Another objective function o f the oppression of women in capi talist society is 
to he l p obscure the class nature of that socie t y . The nature o f women's material 
condition places them in a relationship which a c ts as a l ightn i n g rod for men's jus
tified fru s tration, ange r, and shame at t heir inability t o con t rol their natural and 
s ocial environment. This means, for example, that the po ten tially revolutionary 
vio l ence of exploited and oppressed people against the o r i ginal forces of t heir ex
ploitation and oppression are transfo r me d and dive r t ed into opp ressive violence 
towards those who have even less power than they do (e . g . wome n). 

Again the analogy with racism is re l evant: White wo r kers carry out the racist o p 
pression of black workers in the shops . Wh ile r acism may serve t o perpetuate the 
relati ve privilege of white workers, this is in no way t o ' say t h at white workers 
ultimately profit by dominati ng b lack wo rkers , o r tha t men ult imate l y profit b y 
dominating women, but rather to say tha t wome n (o r b l a ck worke rs) suffer their im
mediate oppression at the hands of men (or white wo r k ers) who maintain a dominant 
pos i tion for themselves, and as supremacists, try to perpetua t e that position of 
domin an ce. 

Superstructu re in General - Ideology in Particular 
The aspects of the oppression of women in a c apitalist so c iety are of a dialectical 
nature as are those of the oppressed classes in general, a nd the e xploited class in 
particular. 

Th i s means that in the p rocess of thi s exploitation and oppressio n , women themselves 
h ave come to act by necessity according to the functio n a c l ass society has given 
them, hence beITeve in that function, and, in turn , through t he total internaliza-
tion of the necessity and value of t ha t function , women t hems e l v es a ctively contributed 
to t he perpetuation of their material exploitation . Thus they h ave helped to maintain 
that entire ideologizing which has 'jus tified ' these condition s. 

It is incorrect to see this aspect of maintaining t hese conditions as 'their fault' 
as it is incorrect to see it as t h e men's f ault when they accep t their own lack of 
contro l in all institutions they work in and the r e by supp o rt and further the inter
e sts of t he ruling class . This pe rversion of consciousnes s has to be v iewed as a 
direc t result of and integral aspect of the totality o f peo p l e 's victimization. 

If we reali ze that the process o f ideo logizing, b y alter i ng and perverting conscious
ness itself , becomes a material force of its own -- wh i c h not only helps to maintain 
c lass relationships and particular oppressions , but in turn alters and contributes 
in shaping other f orms of exploitat ion and oppr ess ion -- t hen we c l early have to 
evolve a strategy which takes into full accoun t the conseque n ces and implications 
of both : the material basis of our lives as wel l a s the internalization of these 
conditions by ideologizing the totali t y o f our social experiences. 

* * * * * 
Fo r clarification, we return to tne much-loved and by n ow e nde a r ingly familiar 
terminology of this convention . Of course the basic- f undamental-primary contra
dict ion is that between the working clas s and the bourgeoisie. At t h e same time 
the sharpest or most immediate contradictions may be wh a t t he convention likes to 
call ' secondary' . But whatever historical legi timacy t hat ph r ase may convey, it 
obscures the fact that a so-called secondary contra d i c t ion may in fact be the sharp
e st contradiction at a given time because people experi ence i t most acutely i n their 
lives. We emphasize that the sharpest contradicti on can f o rm the basi s for the most 



immediate struggle against oppression which in turn leads to greater, more effective 
participation in the total struggle. Hence we do not believe that the struggle for 
women's liberation is a detraction from the worker-capitalist struggle. Rather, the 
fight for women's liberation is a concretization of the struggle for the liberation 
of all people from oppression. It doesn't stand apart from the fight against capi
talism in our society, but rather is an integral part of that fight. 

Program 
In order for women to become full political people in SDS and in order for the op
pression of women to be taken on as a struggle by SDS, male supremacy must be elimi
nated within the organization itself. SDS people must battle two beliefs. First, 
women in SDS must battle the belief that struggling for their own liberation is not 
important. Second, SDS must battle the belief that the fight for equality of women 
is solely the business of women, and that only women have the right and responsi
bility to oppose male domination. 

Whatever forms within SDS are decided upon to organize this campaign, they should be· 
such that the chapter as a whole has charge and responsibility, with women taking 
the main responsibility to organize women for their liberation, and men taking the 
main responsibility to attack male supremacy and to win the support of other men. 

We propose that SDS take up the fight for women's rights on campus by raising sev
eral specific demands which will expose the way women are specially oppressed within 
the university set-up and rally students to fight against that oppression. 

1. We should launch a campaign to bring the wages of women employees of the uni
versity up to the level of men. This must definitely not be subordinated in a gen
eral struggle to raise wages of all employees, nor should it be postponed on the 
ground that it would divert attention from the just demands of all employees, male 
and female. The central question is oppression -- the general oppression of all em
ployees and the special harsh oppression of women employees. In some case, tackling 
the especially low level of women's wages may prove to be the key to solidifying all 
the employees and winning improvements for all. In general, it would be better to 
raise the two questions side by side, with equal emphasis; but in no case should SDS 
challenge the low wages and bad conditions generally without especially challenging 
the especially low wages and bad conditions for women. 

2. It is necessary to begin the struggle for women's equality in educational insti
tutions where working class women are trained and socialized. Within the context 
of work in the high schools, state schools, teachers colleges, junior colleges, and 
trade schools, emphasis should be placed on beauty schools, secretarial, nursing, 
and other job training schools for women. 

3. We should relate the struggle for women's rights in the schools to the struggle 
of women generally, and especially working class women, against the institutions 
that repress them, for example juvenile court, girls' homes, women's detention cen
ters and prisons, family court, welfare, labor battles such as Levi Strauss, and 
others. 

4. Launch fights around curriculum and organize in classrooms to expose how the 
schools reinforce the male supremacist definition. of 'woman's role'. Challenge the 
counseling practice of steering women into auxiliary occupations. Demand the teach
ing of the history of women's struggles for liberation. This should be carried out 
in the context of on-going programs which challenge course content and direction. 

The campaign for specific demands s hould be accompanied by research, internal edu
cation and propaganda by SDS explaining why women are still subjugated by men, why 
they cannot achieve equality under the present system, and why all men and women 
should fight for women's liberation. 


