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By knowing who we have been
and what we have done,

we will know who we are
and what we must do.

The Uprising of the Twanty Thousand BICTIIRD [3Rd Cf1h B s
Meaw York City, 1909
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What Have Women Done?

bry: Waomen's History Study Group

Famaieen Deover, cderk typist
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PMinsie Favre, secretary

Merawee [ewnings, school bus driver
Canol Toxesnn, clerk typist
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Wdyrn. My Mother Dopesn't Work, She's a Housewile.

Women spend 21 hours a week fixing meals; four hours ehopping
for food; five hours doing the laundry; fen hours doing house
cleaning: 40 hours doing childcare. Their payment for the above
services rendered we all know too well. Yel, these sarvices provide
industry with a steady work foree of well fed and cared for men,
and a fulure generathon of workers besides,

Myth. Women szre Ooolie

Time and again women have
been more militant than men in
battles of workers. At Flint wives
used clubs and bropmsticks (o

keep seabs ook jusi like they had
kepl scabs oul of the mines, fol-
lowing Molher Jones., Waomen
have beem delermined fo have

he Womea Dan’t Be Organized
EE e, S ¥ their way If they had 1o die far i,

Women have bean arganizing themsaelves
since Ihe beginning ol industrialization.

Toaday, minarity women fake the lead. Btk WA A ;

R e L AR b it e Muyth: Women Wors Fl:l.r.F'rn Mongy )
oul of nine plants of Farah Mig. Co, Forty per cant of the working class are women, Two-thirds
determined 1o have 8 union. Said one, *If of these are single, divorced or widowed, or their hus-

bands make less than 7,000 a year.

Il women were working jusi lo get oul of the house, why
would They lake jobs doing menial, repetitive, dirly work
lar wagea that average half of thoge of men.

Farah wanis slaves, he's going ia have to
look elsewhare, we've had it.”

Look what we women have done,

At Farah plants in the Southwest, at Oneita plants in South Caralina, women wenl out on shrike, and oot
they stayed until they won the right to anionize. Women, like the wives of Shell strikers in California,
manned picket lines for health and safery regulations.

Wamen have marched for other issues related 1o work, to community, and internationa] strugeles: for
childcare, for protective legislation, for minimum wage laws, tor weltare rights, Women of all nationalities
united in one voice to protest the war in Vietnam.

These women of the 1970 were upholding o long tradition of militancy and active resistance against
injustice. This tradition goes back hundreds of wears to the rebellions of female slaves. 11 was conlinued by
women marching Hime and again against factory owners who denied them a living wage or decent warking
conditions. The turn of the century shirbwaist makers, fed up with intelerable working conditions, closed
hundreds of garment shops in Mew York., Women and men fought police and scabs many Limes in the
1930's, like at Flint, at “Little Steel,” and at Woalwarth Stores,

We bave seen an etfort bo erase women from the pages 0 history, When women are mentioned, thev are
veiled in manv myths of “womanhood.” Women are defined as helpimates of men, their companions and
supporlers. “Behind every man there iz a woman”™ and "behind” is where thev should stav.

The media, the schools, government propaganda, and even religion - all tools that the wealtby and
owners of industty have been able to use to their best interest—have propagated this idea.

The myth that women are nol as intelligent, capable, or strong as men has kept women oul of high
paving, skilled jobs, Yet, during war time, industry depended on women to Hil the jobs vacated by men, the
same jubs they were not "capable” of doing.

Emplovers use the nation that “woman's place is in the haome” to their best interest, They could hire a
man and know that he would get twoe woerkers bor the price of one. The man produced goods that spelled
priofits in the bosses pockets, The man's wile would keep him led, clothed and happy and Logether they
would produce the next generation of workers,

Emplovers were guick to turm around the "women at home” myth when the economy needed 2 reserve
lsbor force. But basses still got twe workers tar the price of one, because wamen had primary respansibility
tor the home and children whether or not thev put in eight hours of wage labor. Some women work an esti-
mated BO-90 hours a week

Why have emplovers perpetuated these myths? Becase it is in their interest to have a surplus laber force
that cam be bought at the lawest possible price. When emplovers car keep wamen in an inferior position
then they can buy their “inferior” labar for lower wages, Minecity women can be hired at even lower wages

This way of dividing workers works to the detriment of all warking people because bosses can threaten
the jobs of men with cheaper temale laber, or they can drive down the wages of white women with the
threat af hiring minority women for less. [t is clear that the syatem that keeps women down, also keeps men
ard RO rtics l'.‘|i.'.l'.'-.'l‘-_. unlil Ihl-'_'_u irede 1o :'.i'E.?'” for theis |ij.::|||:_- Tq._n:|.=|_':,r.. WTTEETL AFE Q1N the e, and THE
RISING OF THE WOMEN MEANS THE RISING OFUS ALL.



Sharing the hardships but none of

The carliest adventurers of colomal America were
merchants and English pobility who soon discovered
the ne by for |.,||::-|1_'|;'_r'.- Ein |_a-|_|i||.! .hél“.'l’;-rrwr‘:l_:;. .:rr'll_‘l.
harvest the riches of the new world For trade. Toli-
tical misfits and religious dissidents also came hoping
Far o new life;

America’s attractive resource was lapd. But from
the beginning, getling the land meant pushing off the
Mative Americans, Having the land meant un-
dreamed of hard work. Slavery was one answer to
the need for labarers.

Mative Americans were captured as slaves, bul
those who didn't resist died off quickly from the dis
ease and cruel treatment of the colonizers. Merchants
and landowners sought other sources of labor,

the privileges

Many poor women, Imprisoned under the repras-
sive laws ol England and Euraps, were shipped to
colonial Amerca o increase the labor foroca,
githier a5 brldes or Indentured servants. |n Massa-
chugells, Hiteen zhlllings was the usual price fof

a3 ot




Women ware not spantd The sadistic Treatimenl
and horribla terures inlicted on slaves—oeating,
casiration, brasding, being burned allve, col-
lmrad, and oulled,

For slaves, no rights

An important source of labor o the 1600' and
1700 was indentured servants. These were men and
women, prisoners or Lhose stricken by debl, svho
were torced to bind themsleves in virtual slavery for
periods of four to eight wvears. Indentured to the
wealthy in exchange for passage fo America, they
kel no rights, The length of bondage could be arbi-
trarilv increased for any ollense, real or alleged,

Free women, lured owver from England, were in
great demand as brides and mothers. Bwven more, they
were neecded as woarkers in Lhe hausehold and fields,

Women had few rights. They did not even have
legal custody of their children. Tusband and sile
became e person, and that person was the bus

band.




at all, civil or human

In the South, the economy was built on the backs
of Black slaves from West Africa. They provided the
labor needed year round to cultivate the crops. Black
wamen were not ooy exploited as unpaid workers.
They were used as breeders of the master's chilidren,
were abused sexually, not only by the slaveoswner,
but by any white man who wanted to use them.
Fighting against these hated relationships meant
Facing cruel beatings and tortures.

Aowoman in this mew land, black or white, taced
exhaustive workloads and  receved only  gross
humiliation for her contribution o the community
and Er ihe SO Y, She shared all the hardships and
none of the privileges of white men.

T

il a e

"Whan | asked what she had dong, he said zhe had dons
natfing, Bul that her master wanted money . ., D asked
har bswen fo shake Bands with e, which he retased o, L
have nesver Seen or esrd ree hes Tram fhat day 10 Hhis, |
oved her as | lova my lfe—Marration of the life of
Mosez Grundy.




“We're tired of toil for naught”
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With the invention of the spinning jennv, the
power loom and other technological devices in the
mid-nincbeenth century, raw human resources were
needed in gquantity. Handicrafts, traditionally pro-
duced by the wife ot home, could be produced in
great numbers in factories. Mass production made
commodities cheaper, But the factory svstem needed
wiorkers,

White women and children were the First to 1] the
pronwing number of jobs, When a woeman had been
working at home from sun-up to sun-down for no
wages, the chance to wark in a Tactory seemied like
real freedom

The jobs were semi-skilled, repetitive, demanding
moderate physical exertion bor long hours. With rare
exeeption, the work women did was akin to their
work in the home: spinning, weaving, sewing, shoe
making, laundering, and preparing food. A sixty
hour week averaged only 53 to 7 in wages. Yet
emplovers claimed they were doing a service to
society by keeping poor women and children from
“idleness amd poverty,”




Women were increasingly reguired to work more
machines, They got paid on a piecework basis amd
baal ko take work home atter their 13 hour day.

The=e measures [or wringing greater production
out of women were not met with passive acceptance.
Inmany places women organized spontanenus “turn-
outs.”

In 1828 the militia was called oul against young
gir'ir_u and ".'ll.l_'_.':-: J'll'vlll'ﬁ.fil'l,g the |:'|:-11'|]||,.||;_.'|_:-|_':.-' 12 hour r_:Ia}'
in a Materson, Mew Tersey Factory. That same vear
three to four hundred women working in Dover,
Mew Hampshire cotton mills took to the strests
demanding the rght to form a union.

[ 1834, ower 1000 wormen marched out of the
teatile mills of Lowell, Masachusetts, singing:

Oh, sn't it a pity that such a
pretiv girl as |

Should be sent to the Factory bo
ping away and diel

Ch, | cannol be a slave, ok |
cannot beoa slave,

For I'm so [ond of liberty.”

The militant shoe-workers of Lynn, Mass., formed
the First national organization of working wamen in
1362, Called the |].:||_|g|||_e::~. of 5t Crisprin, ik wies an
auxiliary to the trade union of men shoe-workers. In
1272 they delealed a wage cul.

"We, the free women of Lynn, will submit to no
rubes of sel of rules that tend to degrade or enslave
us:"

Shopmakers Sirike, Lynw, Mass, 1809,

On the First of May 1886, 350,000 workers went oul on
strike for the sight hour day. Over half of them goi their
demand, and work hours were reduced forall, & good side
result was that thousands ol owarsers allfilialasgd wWith
prganiced labor,

We mean to make things over;
wiz're Lired al bail Tor naughl
Bul hare enawgh o live an;
never an hour far thaught,
e want to reel the sunshing;
we want to amell the flowers;
We'ra sure that God haa willed i1,
and wie maan to have sight hours
Wa'rg summoning our forces from
shigyard . shop and mill
Eighl hours far work, eight hours for resl
gl hours 1o whal we will,



"Rock-a-bye baby, in the free lap
When you grow up, you'll work ina shop.
When yvou get married, vour wife

will work too
Just s the rich will have nothing to o,

g B
CIUNING COTTONLBL STRRNT <o

The cotlon gin contribuied conalderaply to the
position of ::l!lun a5 King In the South. It dras-
fically reduced the labor nesded io ciean the
seeds from 1he coften and maant that more alaves
could be used as figkd laborers. Thie led to
Iremonzous expandion of cotton growing and the
need of fand outaide the desp South 1o grow it on:

This wasn't the fast time that women were 1o be
Cceled into the bakor foree In wartime. Here
WINTIET mMase ammurition I (he Sl Wiar




TrRUTH

HOoTQoURENER

"Thac man over thery say that awoman
needs to be ﬁz.ljnm‘ e :ﬁrr&yﬁi and
lifred over ditches, and o have the
E:;:':-'!"Jh!-';_u‘.{'f’ ﬂﬁjwﬁﬁf Mnﬁ;{j} ever
helped me inte carriaqes, or over tad
puddles, orgues me a best place .

And aint T awomen? Lok at me
.f_;a.r{'_ it iy grm.f I have Fﬁ;?hm’_
attid planted and gathered into
parns, and no man codd fead me.
Al gt T women ? 1 cowld as much
and Gt a5 much @5 @ man when 1
could ger it, and bear the lash aswell .
And amt Tawoman 2 T fave forned
ﬂﬁ:r'rrfrt chal ;.fj.-‘ur:- -“E-rn',l:'-!‘:._'ii’-f"-'fl'. T J!!Ei‘:’-ﬂ
oSt all’ :;:fili"aﬁ: .:'m‘.:} sﬂlv.f'{}- And
when I cried owt with a mothers qreef.
none but Tosus heavid i
And aine I g woman 2

fhz,iurnfr Truth: Spm:h' hforr the Womans
Rirths Convention ar Alron Ohio in 185).

Resistance - flight and insurrection

While white wamen were beginning to orzanize 1o
tree themselves brom being Factory slaves, Black
weomen and men were fghting against their chattel
elavery. There were huyndreds of slave rebellions in
the Svath, the most successtul of which was the Nat
Turner rebellion in 1831.

Harriel 'f'l..hn'l.'lra_. born a slave was anly 14 when
she Hest helped a slave escape. She spent the rest of
her life leading the exodos of more than 300 Black
slaves by way ol the underground railroad to the
MNorth. A price of B0, 000 was put on the head of this
woman called the "Moses” of her people

The courage of Southern Black people Hehting to
endd slavery inspired ree Black men and women in the
Marth 1o L‘ll',t;ﬁl'li.r.-l'-_' |||i|i|‘.,|r".| ur'-!'.-'_;_!a".'fr}- aumiciations

which helped slaves escape 1o Canada,

Biormn a %.;.3‘1.-'1:'_ Frederick }_}q_ll_uj].:u_;';; -;_'5|_"='|[_1|_'|_] to the
Morth, He became a brilliant weiter anc or abor AL
sing slavery and arousing the people against it. He
spoke lar and wide for sutfrage tor Black prople and
tor wormen,

Sojourner Truth, another ex-slave, spent most ot
her libe organizing anti-slavery associations and
speaking to groups of women and men, Black and
white. She linked abolibionist groups up with the
strugizle for women's rights.

From the oulzet, white women as well as Black
women, spoke out against the systemn which kept
Black people enslaved. This was in direct defizance of
laws which lorbade them to speak in public,



Lucy Stone

Elizabeth Cady Stanlon

Lucretia Mot

I =i

Sarah Tirimbke .-";:n_gl;!ina Crimbke

White middie class women, in legal bondage to
their hosbhands, fell a kinship with the strugele of
Black slaves. organicing more thar 130 anb-slavery
societies by 1830, In their fight against slavery, they
I'.II.":.:'H_EII to contrant the QeSS IO I|'||’-",' Iel‘. As WOITEN
The training that woemen got o the abolitionist
mavement they pul 1o good use in their own strugele
tor bhe cight to speak and the nght ta vote,

[n 1848 TLClizabeth Candv Stanton and Lucretia
Mot called the Firsl women's rights convenlion in
Eeneva Falls, WY This was the beginning ot the cen
tury long struggle [ar woman's suflrage.

In general, waorking women did not participale in
the suttrage moevernent, Far them, “equal rights” was
maore than a guestion of education or getting the right
Far wiakp, ||.1||;._'; hevurs oF svirk leb them with litkle time,
and more urgent woere the issucs of shorter working
hours, higher wages and beller conditions.

Carrie Chapman Catt Maria Weston Chapman



The Civil War and Reconstruction beoske the
system of slavery in the South, But any gains were
short lived and had litde effect on people’s lives
especially atter the deteat of reconstruction. Fram
slaves 1o serfs, Black people worked ax share
creppers, dleing the same back breaking labor they
had done as slaves. Very few Black peaple had land
b their own,

A tew Black women were hiced to do the dirwr
work in the tobacco industry and canneries, The
higher paving, cleaner industrial jobs were open to
whilte people only.

When Morthern business united with the Southern
land interests i the Z870s be Bnally crush the reformes
of reconstruction, all barriers to the cppression of the
|’.-|i,:|:_'_|nq_ 1_:-|_:-1:-|_;|:_1|i-:||1 LS I'Pl'l'll'&-'u"ﬂ‘L i _[il'l'l |'.. Py spesbegy
of segregation and dizcrimination was consolidated.
In many ways il was more vicious than before the
WAT. L,:..-[l,l_'h michs terrarized Hlack men and veomen
who were [ighting Fer the rights their people had dicd
for an the Cisil War,

[da B. Wells, Black woman editar of the Mempbhis
Fraz Press, made lynchings a national issue, and did
mure ta Forward the anti-lynching crusade than any
other person.

“Whan the Hobrews werg emansipated,
thizy weore given three aores of  grcand
upan which they cauld lve and make a
Hwing Bl nol sc wnen our 2laves were
emancipated. They wers azent away
empty-randed. without morsy, without
frignds, and without a foot of land to
starnd upon.”

Freierick Douglass

From slaves
to serfs



European Immigrants

New world ,new oppressions

In the mid and late 1800, waves of immigrants
fleeing the depression, misery, and pogroms of
Europe began to fll the factories, Millions of Irish,
Bussian Jews, ltalians, French, Germans, Poles,
Yugoslavians, and others came Lo the LLS. seeking 2
better life, Most of them had barely enough money
for their boat passage.

The majority ot these immigrants were rural poor
whose craps had failed them in Burope. They didn't
hawve the knowledge of English to take the skilled jobs
as clerks and bookkeepers; neither did they have the
capital 1o sel up as shopkeepers.

In general, immigranis found only erowded, tene
ment housing. Since citics were densely populated,
and jobs were scarce, there was heavy anli-alien
discrimination and campaigne to keep “torcigners
from taking American jobs.” [t was to the business-

man’s advantage to reinforce barriers between
nationalilies E:I-H'..HHH' it ineant ||'|-|'-':r' 4"|_:-|_|||'] s e
group of immigrants o compete with ancther group
for the few available job= at low wages.

Whole families had to work long, hard hours in
order to pool encugh money to live on. hen were
paid little, women less, children practically nothing,

Wormmen went to work in cannerics, as domestics,
or worked in their own homes sewing, laundering,
iraning, or making toys and beads, All too freguently
thazy were brought into the industrial work force as
strikebreakers. Yel in many strikes afler the lurn of
the century, immigrant women made important
contributions in the battle for decent living standards
far all,

While immigrants filled the Factories in the East,
land speculators pushed vpen new territory. Mative
Americans were slaughtered or confined on large
desclale reservalions,

In the Scuthwest, Mexicans were forced off their
lands by rich Anglo cattlermen and railroad barceos,
They ended up in the hardest j{rl:'_-; in mines, in
Helds, and on railroads —tor the least amount of pay.

Farmily Af Tablse—Aan ltalian woman with tears running
down hoe chosk said: "All the family waoark the whole week
Tor so litthe we almcst starve, AN {he week stick the pinsin
The card s, bul more curses thaan pinsgooin the cards.™



tew York Ssamsiresses,  THd6—OCiass  con-
sclousness was develaping rapidly. Boports af a
mass mesting of searmstresses held in Mow York
stated that the womeén were making shicks for 4
cenis apigce, ‘while agenls of debgucheny cir-
culated amang them with alfers of ease and
plendy.,

“This is whal makes us a0 radical. This is what
rmakes us want to see rlch men Hoeing com and
rich ladles af the wash tub."




Chinese on Angel (2land—Chinese womsn, except for the wives of marchanta, were ex-
cludad from the LS. by the Chinese Exclusion &t of 1834, 50 1e% Chinese women Same Lo
the United Siates that not ever & near numerical egquality in the sexes was achieved untll the
micdcfle al the twentleth cantury. Consequently thers weare faw Chinese women In the labar
force. CGhingse women and men who andsed in Lha lale 2008 and early 30°'s ware Kepl in
campa on Angel Island for up to threse or four years before being allowed entrances into the
U.5%., much as immigrants 0 the Easl coast wers kept at Ellis Island in Mew York, Peopls
wrate their own histories on the walls of the cells an Angel siand.

In California. another wave obf immigrants accived
in the mid 18004, Chinese were pul 1o work building
the railroads, digging the mines and developing the
apriculture of California. They were followed by
lapanese and  Filiping contract laborers who were
pitid less than four dollars a month and Gved in mis-
crable labor camps. In Hawaii, as early as 1850,
American sugar cane plantation owners built a for-
tung on the backs of Chinese and Japanese laborers.

When the depression hit during the 18707, Chiness
workers were blamed. They were accused of taking
iobs trom the whiles. Chinese were driven inta
crowded Chinatowns in the big cities and were
thrown out of work.

For the most part, Chinese women woere not
allowed to enter the U5, Exclusion Laws passed in
the 1880's severely limited further immigration ot
men ard women. The Chinese Exclusion Act was not
repealed until 1943,

When Chinese, Japanese and  Filipino women did
arrive they worked in the fields, in the canneries, in
sweatshops and launderies.

It

New sources of

wage slaves

Japanese Women Swugar Plantation Latiorers, Hawal,
10t2—Asian woman are not the frail, passive, cbedient
lintle dolls they have boon stereaiyped (o be. These Japa-
negs woman workers had bo be strong fo withstand the
hargh conditions of Hawail sugar cane plantations., And
they weren't S0 passive either ag they participated alomg
with other Asian workers in numerous strikes for beller
wirking and lving conditlons, batter wages and for unlon
recagniticn.



dapenese ploture brides came mainly 1o the U8 hetwaen
19060 armd 1910, They cften |oined their new husbands
warking in tha figlds orin small businesses such a8 laun-
drins, shoe shaps or restaurants. Oihars went o work an
plantations, a5 garment workers, in cannerigs, in fae-
tories processing Japaness Foeods, and other low payving
ok,

First Japanese Immigration was encouraged by fhaszs
who wanted & cheap source af asar, anti-Japarsss Sonki
menl rose among white waorkers wha fearsd the compe
tithom.

‘When Japanese workera began 1o organize for belter
conditions, steps wears taken to pass laws sagregating
Japanesa Americans and barring them eniry to the LS,
Chaapite this, pictura brides continued to immigrate until
1924 when Lhe immlgration Al was passed, exoluding all
Agian immigranis.

ok on ' E AR
(RER AN
&



Ad For Telephoneg Qperalars—
“The coforful, fascinating work

al the oparator The wark s
plessant, healihful and con-

gentat . . The enlire aimos-
phers iz stirmulating and whclo-
some.”

| leoked at the ather two workers beside
me and saw they did noi loogk at all
rested, | had spant a2 good part of the day,
sumdlay, tn Bed, trying to ogoi ower tho
gffects ol 54 howrs work e woenk belors
'Best!” One of {hem Ioaked & e silh
amarement. “Sunday's 1hie anly day
hav fo do all the washing and cleaning

and oooking up for the wesk. "




Women Mazar Pachkers—Immigrant
wiorkers lowpghi Foe Survival In the mile
square comples ol livestock, pens and
staughter houses in Chicaga. Uplan Sin-
clelf's book “The Jungle” deacribes the
conditions: ine siench. the hieat, the bru-
tal treaaiment of men, womsan and chil-
dren by petity boss tyranis. Waomen and
childrmn could earn & cants an bour, men
18 coents. Later g in the mealt packing
Industey, women would play a leading
sole in the strugole for & union, betier
wanes, betier conditiong.



No time to go to school

It was 50 hot in the fislde. My mother did not make ma

hurry, but scma of the mothers would vell ai the children
because they wanted them o pick lastor so they could
maka moare. | have seen childeen arving in the figld. |
would fesl so sorry for them. Ladies get bired, s you
know Httle children gl fired,”

These “hreaker hoys" worked In the coal mines picking
ol slate from the coal 2811 810d down a chute. Thay grews
up pale and nunched as their fathers had, from ten hours a
day stocped cver in the darkness of the mines. Children
wers used because they wera small and could hide in the
niches a5 the coal carss went by,

EilcEen, o D me 1T of TR in TS, weorses] besics Thelr
maothers and fsthers 0o omills, coal breakers, canmesics and
Helde. :I'IF!:,- giayver] Twelve hiars a gy, g E2p WiEs e recrestion
of childrzn tog tired to cal, Many ol them newes Tessd 1o e
aduita. From the manadsra | | ".'iE-.'r'. child labar was peer-
leazl; chesp el decile.

“Zur children grow up wn-leamed,
na time to go o school;

Almnst bofors they Boee learned loowatk
they howe Jearned

s 0nin ur snnol.”




The Wwiomen's Trade Urion Lesgus was one al the mosl successiul in organizing wormen in the early 20th century

Women!

Women amd immigrants saw the need o TrZARITE
in order to fight together for their rights. Buat they
were svstemmalically exciuded [rom most unicns.
The American Federation of Labor  organized
workers along cralt lines, but incloded only skilled
workers, Wo womern, immigrants or Blacks were
allowed. The AF of L =aid women were too difficult
v organize because Lhey were not  permanent
members of the work barce: besides, They might not
b able te pav the dues out of their poor wages.

Al the same lime women were continuing the tra-
dition of ocrgamzing themselves in the fare of
discrimination from union leaders. A number of local
WOIMEN s univns arase ground specific issues of better
working conditions and increascd wages, When
women <id orzanize this wav, they were denied
recoenition and support from larger unions, Cnly a
couple of natioral wnions, the Cigarmakers Union

Organize!

and the Typegraphical Union, allowed women inta
their ranks.

I'he Enights of lLabor Fst organized in 1362
among swarment workers, bocame "the first large
organization to  svstemmalically  emcourage the
admission of women on an |,'|_:||._:._|| toaint g " Hay B8R,
[Z2.000 women in 20 ditferent industries including
housewives had jnined.

Warkers saw that the lewer pay tor workiang
women was a threat Lo the waces of men so thev
demanced r-|._|:.|| naey bar |,~;,||_|.:|: wiork, Tn smite af the
oificial palicy of the Knights whe were oppoasel to
sirikes, members went out on strikes for uhion eoes-
nition and [or ether rights. of workers,

The Eraghts of Labors progressive sland was not
enough to offsct the prowing tremd toward labor
arpanmizing slons narrowe cralt lines and discnimin
ation tewards wommen and rpemisranls



Trigmngle Fire Tragedy, Aprit 28, 7877 —Tha Trianglte Shir-
wiaist Company had ignorgd safety precautions and had
lockid Firg exils G0 saleguard cmiployons Trom Ehe lass al
goods, " The Iwistad Tire escapes were a grim joke Tor tha
women whn had 1a jump trem the 100 Hger 1o gl cut ol
the Hames.

e organization that had some success organizing
women to fight For better working conditions was the
Mational Women's Trade [Union [eague. 1L drew its
support both trom men's trade unions and From
middle clazs, educaled women who didn't have to
wiork

It's aim was to aid in organizing women into trade
uniens. The more wealthy members lenl financial
sippport be the Brst large strikes oo women's . bragdes;
the Shirtwaist Makers Strike, 190%; and the Tur and
Leather Workers strike, 1072

In response to the tragedy of the Triangle Fire, the
number of women in the arganization mushroomed,
gigninog a5 many as 1,500 new members a day.

Another militant union that included women was
the Indostreial Wiorkers of the Warld (A, argan-
feeal tm 1904, Itz influence was greater than its size
":"S_L-JE'J al the |.'|r:.:'_|--.l:'l l.*.-'l.lu_l-:_l inncicate, he unor-
panized, unskilled and many immigrants and migra
tory workers [allowed i1s spirited leaders in many
bittar =i FUREies

Cne bundred fifty-four women died in the e, Their
braken and charred boadies were lesd up in coftins for
ralatives 1o icdentify. The fira =at off 2 chain reaction of
regislance amang garmeani workers. Becauss of The Tri
argie Fire, induslrial Sagly I'F:ﬂ..:&lil.":"ﬁ. R[Iril'lk.l':'.-l'
ayatems in factories wera installed in New York Stata.




Elizebeth Gurley Flynn joined the IWW at the age
of 15, Her upbringing in the slums ot New York, and
what she later saw in factory towns across the
country convinced her to dedicate herself ta union
arganizing. She became a leader of the free speech
fight in Spokane, and strikes in Lawrence, Mew Bed-
Ford and Lowell,

Joe Hill's song, “The Rebel Gicl”, abouk the strong
role of women in labar sirugales was dedicated o
her

In organizing the Lawrence strike, she held special
meelings for the women, They had to overcome
opposition to women's picketing and having meet-
ings. She knew that il women were kepl home, isa-
lated and worrted, the strike would be endangered.
Women did get out and demonstrate, carrying babies
and pickel signs, They were more fearless than men
at times, and more women than men werne armested
for harrassing scabs.

Give us bread, but give us roses

in Lawrence Mass., in 1812, aver 20,000 workoers of many
nationalities, ower half women and  children, weni oan
Sirike,. They strodck successtully Tor len weeks desplile
intimidalion and brulality, againsl ong nours, inEut-
lizienl wages and spesed-up. These children are not on
I'II:I|Il:|E.':|'. putl are workers on strike.




fial Tedephone Operators Walk-cul—
In 18189 a Hdal wave of strikes swepl the
counloy too profest post-vear unomplhoy
ment  2nd  lagging  wages,  Fspecially
atgnificant for wormen wias The sirise ol
8,000 telephono pooralorns, They walked
cul on April 15 arnd pickalend [he -
changes 4 bours a day lar sl dzys,
Their success in bying up serdica in Five
Maw  Englandgd slaleg was even mans
signilicant pecavse they got the line-men
o sup@art their atnke. They have evary
fight to smitle, 11 was a complets victory.

Yet more victories

In 1812 fur and laather workers in kew York sirock for s

en and weamen, many of therm immigrants allowed oo
during the sirike, whick fhey ceenteally wan

|}F~"|.| A TR Wapﬂq .
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Relying on women, great labor reserve

World War | accelerated the number of women ina
wider variety of jobs. All kinds of restrictions and
tabons against women working in dirty industrial
plants gave way in response to the need for more
waorkers in heavy industry, For the first time, induos-
Erial jobs were apen Lo mare Black wamen for & long
a5 the war lasted,

Cierlcsl waorvers —\When Typawrilers were first inlredused,
men operated them beceuae they weare Thought 10 be oo
complicated for women. In 15850 there were seven women
clercal workars, in 1900 200,000, and in 1936 two million.
Mow clerical workers are about ane third of the female
wiark . [irce




Women continued in the work toroe after World
War 1, d_]l‘hl_'\-uEh Ehey were illlhl"‘il?'l.'] out of most of the
skilled or heavy jobs. The subtrage amendment was
passed in 920 giving women the wote, but it didn't
change the sexual division of labor or the lower
wapes women received.

Mor did it change the work women had 10 do at
home. Milliens of houswives were still oo call 24
howurs a day, cooking, washing, clearing, and caring
For children for no compensation bub what their hus
bands could carn tor the whale family.

The “rnaring twenties” has been painted as a time
of high production and prosperity by those who
chose to ignore the facts about the majorily of
peaple.

Workers averaged less than 523 a week. Women
made hall of that. Survival incame for a family was
1_-':~.|:i1'|'|::!F|.'] al EE'I:I'HI."' a Wear, Hul a0% oF Fasmilies had
to live on considerably less. The wealthiest one per-
cenl of the nation had more money than forty percent
ot the poorest earned all together.

When the Depression struck in 1922, twelve to
seventeen million workers were ettt unemployved
while those still working had their wages cut in half.
Wapes for women were slashed 10 $7 a week . Black
women never saw that much because they were
pushed back inte domestic work. Meager savings
disappeared, Families were evicted, People taced star-
vation

We can vote,
but how will

we eat?

Adtera long, hand struggle, the Women's Suffrage Amendmenl was linally satifiog in 1821,




Maother Jones—One of the most effective and coloru
organizers for the Knights of Labor and for the mins
workars was Mary "Mother” Jones. Born in lreland in
1830, her four children and husband all died in an epi-
gemic, She then became a labor organizer and Tor 50 vears
wad in the middle of the violent ming strikes of thai ama
She moved [fom Sirike (0 sirike, speaking firelessly (o
hoth working women and men. Her axplails with {he
miners’ wnicn were leafess angd memorable—ahe anoe
iold the striking men o stay home and mind the children
while 2he led a brlgade of 1heir mop-carying wives o
chase he scabs oot of the mines.

Mother Jonea didn't go arcund talking about waomen's
rights. Sha knew that women's eguality st that time would
mean women would be “free” to dis in the mines like men
did, Instead shes balievad that winning the vote for women
was o sacondary b owinning  economic  justice foroall
working people, Her undaunted afforts belped build el
solicdarity throughocul the labor movement, especially be-
Iwesen mien and women,

We need good

jobs and decent pay

The existing union leadership did nothing to Hight
these conditicns. Most union leaders were barelv
distinguishable from businessmen. trying to outde
management in speeding up production and vilifying
communists. Strikes and struggles were  deemed
“unamerican.” Doemployment insarance and  celet
was decried as “undignified” for workers.

As the I.'.ll.-"pl'\f‘h'_ﬁl.l'ﬁ |'i.1_*|;-l‘:t'r1-F|'i'. 'F'rrII:-:I"I}I'F'I.'J and
unemploved woerking people took matters into ther
own hands. There were hunger marches and
FErmerais 51likq':~. ir||'||_||_:|i1‘“|E h|_|:1|.J:|I:'-:_|.-; |_:-|‘ I‘I"Il:'II_I:iHIIl:I'\, at
women in mills, shoe Factories, and dothing indus-
bries,  The  oomemoemist-led |..|'|E|'|'|J'|||‘:-'_ﬂ'—d councils
fought evictions, supported strikes and demanded
relief for unemployed workers.

Fa
)

The women's [LCWLU grew te Hve times its tormer
size, The C10) broke away [rom the AFL in 1935, It
vrganized working women, skilled and unskilled in
unprecedented numbers on an industry wide basis,
Women were slill al the botlom of the heap, with
minority women at the bottom of the hottom, All
during the depression women were urged to stay
horme and leave whal few jobs there were to men.
Once again, women and minerity workers were
forced inlo poorer paving jobs as a reserve labor
farce, This econamic slatus was justified on the basis
that women were less entithed than men 1o good jobs,
decenl pay and the right to organize.



Depression - strikes and struggles

Wea

Frofasiing Digcriminatinn. And Jafd And Wage
Cuis o ln 1855 Aocsavell tormed The Works Project Ad-
ministealinn which made [obs for 21072 of the 10 miillan
Jebiess, Bany WEA projscts were msks-work assign-
ments of a2anl valus, designsd mersly to keeo workers
busy and prevent tham from rioting. WPRA workers recoi-
el BS0 & manth, scarcely mare than reliel dole. In 2ddi-
tion, Third World people, especially 2lack people, whaso
needs ware wauatly greater, whose tamilies wsre arnger
and whose chances Tor ;_':lll;'-l-;_'.'r'llu'_“" wirree s Than
thase of whites, were the |25t to r=caive relief, the first to
Iy oo o Ff ared Thae iassd ke b= hisesd Toe o work relisf, Harg
women protest the 1937 cutbacks in WPA [abs and wages,
a5 |l an WRA discriminalory practioes

"Baky Sinksre" of Allemlown, Pa., 1833—Factory
owners used o think child Isbor was perfeci: chesp and
docile. But when women and children ara forced to work
80t FZ2 houra B wesk in Eweatshop conditions, 1hay be-
come wiae and lough. In May. 1933 girlz enly 14 and 15
years old 2truck against appressive conditions ot four olo-
thing factories in Allentown. Samu: child workers woere 5o
young that bosses provided "Biding places™ Toe thoam
wher factory inspoctars carmes arouned . Thioss whii wiren!
hidder wore casily Uoserdaoked " by inspeciors, @wha atlen
didn™t Bothor 19 ask Their ages




This quaie sbout coal miner's wives in 1Vinois in 1933 deacribes theae women in & needle trade's =trike in the =ama year.
"Beaten wilh police clubs, gassed, shot down by militia. arrested, jailsd, back on the picket ling and jailed again, women
workers have Tought ta the finish against fur thugs, company guards, coal and iren pofice. Ko BKlux Klan gangstons,
Matlonal Guardarmean —amd all the ather brotal represantatives of arganizod capital ™

Wamen in fhe Fur and Leaffor Warkors Usion Profes Post-war high Frices, Job ang Wage Guds - a5 veterans felurmed
to their jobs and war produciion decreased, bosses (hopghd 8 wouldd e easy 1o cul overlirme and everlually lay off the
worrmien and mincrily worsers, Bol warkers united 19 ligh! back, ke these Fur and Leather workers wha weant on atrike |n
1926, 1827 and 1838, Axs |.'IF.|r'| ol The gost-war drive 1o insrease WEJEE. Wimen manneac plecket linea month after month.
winming wage Intreases Lo meet Food F'flSE'E- which had doubled in ¥ WeIlE.
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Hicmen Supoort The Men Ar Flinr—When auto workers
elaged the famous 3it-down sirine against GM in 1937 ai
Flirt, Michigan, thair wives were amang thaie most mili-
tant supporigrs. With awer & 000 moen oooupying < alants
for the doration of the sirike, moch of the suppon activily
depended on lhe legdasship ol sormeans

Ml cnly did women pickel nighl and day, bul they also
found fime 10 prepars and serve food to atnkera ana
pickelsrs. Ta baos! e men's morale ingside The planis,
they brought the children for brief chats. Tremendous
support demonstrationa weare mobilized, including str-
karz’ families and thousands of workers who came from
Toledo, Detroit, and other citias on & moment's notice
With such support and organization, & union was wan at
GM, the First induskrial giant (o be unicnized|

Flint



Weomean’'s tl'ﬂE'."gE'-'i'Er EF.'EI&JE—THD'..S&I'IEE of sirikers’ wivea _IEI|I'IEI.'!' the WWorman's Auxll ary, z2nd humdrads tormed
thiz milikant Women's Emergency Brigade. These women armed fthemselves with twosby-laurs ang mare fhan ange
pngaged the police in Battle

Victory through unity!



“Littie Steel” Stike— Women Jaoin the
Fight—The victorous  Flint  sit-down
inspired oiher industrmal worsers to
arganize unions, and the steel workors
Ik up be siraggle in 1837, &5 at Flint,
thé sinkess' wives foughl &l their s
handa” sides. Police are suppnsed o pro-
tect the innocenl, right? Bul 0 was
couragecus women ks thess who soon
found out they had to take the law Into
thair gwn nands to fight off police at-
tacks on pickelsrs and back thelr hua-
bands' just demands for bstier condi-
tions In the deadly =teal mills,

Women at
Little Steel
stand up
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Sif-Down 20 Woaolworth's Bulids Retall Clemis

o hexlafal Lalias-aoehicd-the- oo bars ot Wool-
worth's 5°& 70 cecided to help themsslves in Mew York
durngg 3 1837 sit-ocwn. The Sirikers, mostly womsn, ol
the Retail Clerks Local 1250 blocked the zisies and
refusied toomake saes for the owners of the gant chain-

L

Woolworth
women

sit-down

glore untll Inelr demartds were won, What did they
weanl¥—a dl-nour week, a 520 minimum weskiy wage, 4
full hour for lunch and union recognition Thay sat down
and slept-irr wmiil they weon]

ffen Syoport The Women—Men and women supportars of
the Wioolwerih's sirike pass supplies and blanksts cast
the guards 4o the women sitling dows insice
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Chinese garment workers, both men and women,
went oul an elrike In Febreary 1858 for the right to
unionmize, The strike against the Golden Gate
Manufecturing Co, owned by Joa Soong of the
Malional Dedlar Siore, led fa e Tormatican ol fhe
first Chinesa Local in Trade union history—1he
LLGW. UL logal #39.



Il -Woman power in demand

The second world war changed many things., Owver
sincmillion wemen enberad th{- labar Foree in all oocu-
pations, an merease of aver HEty peroent. Now in the
[ace of an unprecedented need for their labar, women
were the bareet of a barrags of propaganda, 7 b same
people whio earlier had convincingly declared that
“womar s place was in the home,” now argued that
wirmen should get out and work, Once again the
demands of the economy relied on the available
i‘I‘II‘a:E' !uli'l:l SIBLLTRE 11 WiOInEn II‘IF Wl l\.-al.l'-hl.:'l.-] d
preater change in women's cconomic status than hal
been achieved in the previnus Hfty wears

Wamen were allowed (o by il‘r;.‘: il Hheir mreat reser-
ves of skill energy and ingenuity. They performed
countless tasks and performed them competently dis-
pelling some of the stereotype ideas about woman's
abilities.

Black women were affected sven mare radicatly by
the increased demand for labor, Ower 400,000
dormestics left their former jobs and wenl to work in
war industries. The number of Black women in Farm
wirrk dropped from 20% to 7% hecause of the avail-
Ellbif'.l'_-.-' rif i|'|1‘||..=\.!:|.|_| il'\lII.lb 2CHLE r[!l:,‘l.'l"_rlllir'q'.l‘il:-rl.

Brtween 1939 and 1945, the number of women in
organized labor tripled. Wages wenl up, bul they
were frozen at a 15% increase during the war. At the
s time, prices rose 43 % and corporate profits rose
250%







Women move into
heavy industry/

These working women were again {aced wilth a
dual burder a2 workers and as homemakers, Child
care in particular was a great problem that was not
met adequately by sovernment or industry, There
was space for only 10% of the children needing day-
CAre.

Aonew trenad was set daring the war, changing the
profile of working women [arever. A emaller propor-
Hom of women  eenrkers weere WO el -_~::."|t'_|_1_'
Marricd women over thirky-five swelled the ranks of
labor. 75 % of the new women workers were married
.':i:'ll.'] |.|'|I.4' |'|||r'r:|:lF'r ik 'n.'-.-i'ule"_. {4 rth- |.:||:-|.1' Foerce -:||:-|||:l||;-|-.

While the war improvexd the econemic carnings of
warmen, thew still earned only kall as much as men.
Black, Asian, Chicanag and Poaeslo Eican wormer
made less than that. The ssues of cgual pay for equal
work, egual opporiunity for jobs, and community
services such as childeare remmained urchanged




Japanese played such an impartant mole
im Hawmaii's econormy, their “security pro-
bliem™ cauld e overiooakaed,




Executive Order 9066

Japgness women in concsrtration campgs. After ths
bombing of Fearl Harbor by the Japansss during WWIL the
LIS gowerment  ceacusied  Americans  of  Japandass
ancestry on the West coast 10 concentration camps. An
anfi-lapanese campaign had besn waged by the press,
labor lgaders, political leadars and growers’ asscoiations
(who wanted the Japansse truck farm industry). Evscua-
Lo e s weisre mcbivalad mcne by racial prejudice rathas
than milltary necessity. Surrgunded by barbed wire, the
camps were ocatod in desolale areas. HeELHY built bar-
racks  and  intofprable living ang warking  condilions
characterized the intermment. These wara met with =trikes
and ricls by some Japanese who were then segreqgatecd
from the rest. Japanese women assumos new rales and
participated more 0 funning the schoola ana camp sctl-

VIS



Wiath the end ob-the war, pablic opinion onoe again
turned against lemale employment. Government and
the press '_:l_g;l_-:_i WOTTIETL to give up fheir jiabs tor petarn
ing weterans as at the end of World War [. Women
WE e re—|e-,;.'|I-e'-:| bo the kitches now thal The enier 5Lty L
Was over

Wormen resisted the push back bome, Women
needed to work becawse Families couldr't get along on
v salary, Three oub of Feur women whe had been
hired during the war intended to continue working
S0, although there wers heasvy layoffs in war indus
trics immediately after the war, women were rehired
ir clerical positions and in new consumer industries
Twin vears after the war had ended, there were one

[ |
million more women in the nation’s factories than wum “ r SIst the
there had been in 1840,

By 1948 the temale labor borce had increased by
over 525 million. The percenlage of women working
at ot outside their home continued to climb, and
more and mere of these women had children under
push back home

Far the Hrst time, atter Werld War [I. married
women comprised a majority of working waomen,
Sociely was willimg bo accept the concept of the
working wite as leng as she could keep up with the
howse work with the "‘n‘lj‘r af modern applhiarces and
packared foods, Her role as Family provider was still
seen as secondary bo her husband's.
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Salt of the Earth
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“And mo they came the women thay roso before dawn and fhey came:  wives,
daughtere. grandmaihers. They came from Zing Tewn and the hilla beyond, from other
rmiring careps, o, eenly, Ry miles sway Ay sureupy e ware @ hundaed an e

ina. And they kept coming—womean who had never been sgar beforg, women who hac
wihing 1o do with The sirike. Some now they heand aboul 2 women's plcket line—and they
carne, "

Salrof the Earth waz a film aboul = strike by masnly chicano zine miners. Made for general
release in 19584, i was Blacklisiad in The McCarihy era becauss 1 19id the trath. Bosses
tried evary tactic 1o break the strike, incloding a court inpunciicon tofbideding the strikeng
mirers from pleketing. So the women took up the plossting. mast ovar their husbands’ oro-
iests, Thoey wern jailed cand retemed 1o (ke pickel lines when they were releasaa. |l was
their persistance and the schdarity that developed between the women and their rushands
Ihiat dinally won [he girike.



Ain’t gonna let nobody turn me roun’

“I'm too tired to go to the back of the bus,"” said
Fosa Parks, sitting dewn in the fromt. With this
action the Civil Rights Muowvement began.

Black woamen playved a leading role in many Civil
Rights groups like SMOC and Mississippi Freedom
Ilemocratic Party, in organizing bus boveotts, mar-
chies For Fair housing, lunch counter sit-ins, and picket
lines demanding jobs.

In community projects in towns all over the South,
Black women and white women led the fight against
segregation and discrimination.

Fannie Lou TTamer, a fiery orator from Ruleville,
felive  bwscame a :_-_'!.'ITI_I"II.II of militant resistlance, At the
Democratic Convention in Atlantic City in 1964, she
bed Black and white people in the Mississippi Freedom
Democratic Party to challenge the racist State Demao-
cratic delegate. They were offered a weak compro-
mise which they refected unequivocally.

The Civil Rights Movement, black rebellions in
cities and the explosive growth of Black organizations
like the Black Panther Party inspired women of all
nationalities te take 2 more militantly active part in
palitical struggles,
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Women struggle on many fronts

".'Illn-..

Asian women falt a particularly strong solidarnly with their Vietnamesoe sisters

Standing up to the system of profits whick oppres-
ses all workers takes courape, particularly Tor
minority women who face triple jeopardy oppression
as workers, as members of a minority and as women.
Waomen of all races are taking hold of their teadition
of resisting injustioe ancd are fighting battles on many
(TN

The war in Vietnam spurred many women who
had never before been politically active to march in
protest ot the inhumane extermination of a whaole
people. The undaunted courage of the Vietnamese
women in the face of 11.5, aggression sparked in same
wormen a sense of their own power to fight the op
pressive system from within the .5, Women's role in
the political movements became less of an exception
anad more of o rule,

Ire the &0's, white women, primarily middle class,
]|-:'|]'r|.||:i|'i?:-ﬁﬁ the s r:ugghﬁ For woamen's Theration, The
mehia quickly made a mockery of this movement by
stereotyping “women libbers" as braless [emales whi
wanled 1o be free fram housewark and children and
who wanted nothing to do with men. Many did join

women's groups and caucuses. But il became increa-
singly clear that there were no individual or small
group sohutions to the oppression of women,

M ost women saw that the smemy was niot men, but
the American systemn bhat turns women inta sex
obijects for commercial value and pits women against
wach other and men,

In the 7U's the battle for women's rights 1= being
waged by growing numbers of working women. As
the movement has broadened the isues have shar-
pened: birth control and the right to decent bealth
care For women, childeare, the defense and expansion
of protective legislation on the job

Black and other minority women bave begun te
organize against state programs that force them to
undergo sterilization, sometimes withoul their own
consent, as a condition for receiving medhcal care
during pregnancy.

Throughout the country women are tighting bor
the right to terminate an unwanted pregnancy. The
weiay it 1% mow, inmany places, only rich women can
afford to have sate abortions, Poar women have to
resort Lo back-room butchers or harmbul drugs.



S se puede - It can be done!

Wi haerr Tizd wou gl for athousand yvears
For that was our doom you Know,
Fram The days when $ou chained us in voor fields
To the strike a week ago,
Yool nave taken our lives and our habies and wives
Snd we're told s your legal share,
But if blood be the price of your lawtul wealth,
Good God! We have Bought i fair "
by an unknown prolstanian, 1908,

Chicano farmworkers have been l2ading the struggls to
unionize. The women who have worked in the flslds have
taken the tead in fhe lields, an picket lines and in organ-
izing the boveoti, Hundreds of UFWIL members went 1o
rmamy cities 1@ organize the boyesatl of grapss, letluce and
Gallg wing,




Puerto Rican

Childran can'? learm on oy
Slgrmachs: Gurvival  programs
such as this free breakiast pro-
gram: were initiated in the Puerio
Bican community by the Young
Lords of Mew York.

Pusrte Rican D&y Perade—Widespread
poverty and unemployment In Pusrto
Rice wmder LS. colonial demination
drowe 11 million Puerte Rlcane to the
L5 mainland (mesl since WWIH i
hopes of finding bettsr jobs and living
conditicns. Continued racleam and ex-
ploitation smashed theso bopes, In eas
tern cities, Puartc Aican women share
e Doltem o1 Lhe job heap with Black
womean. The majority of Puerte Rican
wiornen worksrs are employed In the gar-
rient industry, Nimety percent ol fhe
domestic and hospital workers in New
York are Pusrtie Ficen and Black. The
spirit. of Pugrto Bican women and men
hae mei raciam with resisiance eBnd
ranewed COnsciousness of Thair naticmnal
history and ocporession




Japanese women prodest ILEWLU'S “hay American™ Game-
|:.."sigr'|:_ whish iI'I"||::|i|!'!3 1hat .|E|.'Iﬁr'lE.‘iF.' warkers are o blame
lar rising unemployment among WS, garment workera,
This has led te reclal antsgonlsm toward Japeness-
Americana. Mew York, Octobsr 1972,

On Hovember 7, 1973, the 300 Chiness, Fillpino, Black,
Lading, and white workers at San Francisco Gold  Gome-
pany won the right 1o have s union. This cameafter a fwao

month unignizing drive spearheaded by sixty Chinese gar-
mient warksrs




broken treaties

Sixty perrcent of all Mative &meican familios
live below the fedessl poverty lsvel. Male unsm-
plagmen] among Rative Amenicans 5 eigls and
sometimes five or G timeas highsr than for whites.
Women gre torssd 10 take ow-paving sardce or
induastrial jobs—when they can get work at all

The cooupation of Weoundeo Knee was part of
Ihe conlbier] sesisiancs ol Matise Amoedicanss.
The takeovar of the Buresu of Indian Affairs, the
Cusler demonsiration, 1the aocupalion of &lcatrar
Island and other actions ame part of the fight of
Indians an and off the rezerdatian. Inclzna nave
B diiwen ofl theis land, the gosermmenl has
broken treaty after tresty. Their troe hisiory has
been erased. Their share in America (5 poesriy,
unemoloyment, poor Bousing and poor educa-
tian.
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Shedi ik, 1972 —the izzues ot health and safety far The
atrikers ana their familes. wWormnen lvac with (he daily faar
ol the dreac phaone call from Shell with the news of thair
husbands injury or geath. Theae women understond Hhad
nordertowin the strlkethe planl qad beshol down, Many
wivas ware arrestoc in front of the rafinery catles as they

Stewardosses brave traditionally Been subjected 1o 1he Grie
terion of oeauty on the job market. Other help wanted ads
raad Cmost have pleasant agpearance for front office
wark': "good pay for sharp cotie”. Sex charm s osed to

sl plane rides, drinks, appliances and cosmetics Thass
angry stewardesses n fne 1975 TWA strike are a far cry
froem the image of & dumb Bond and e passive wide
eyad Deslly.

alocked the snirance of scans.
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Doubling as

breadwinner
and homemaker




The home life of women is a daily sacrilice to a
thousand unimportant Irivialities, For any woman
who works in the home, a woman’s work 5 truly
never done. But close to fifty percent of women work
another job outside their home, Many, Black women
in - particular, are foroed to do domestic work in
olther's homes,

Whether doing housewark all day tor no money or
domestic work for little money, or working at home
late into the night after eight hours on another job,
keeping bouse 15 repetitive, thankless and inwvisible.

Women have primary respensibility for the chil-
dren, Manv women, in fact, are the sole support of
their tamilies and carry the burnden alone. For
wiorking swomen, and especially single parents, child-
vare is @ daily problem. Baby sitters are expensive
and paving them is like taking a wage cut,

Childcare centers accommadate only 10% of the
six. million children of working mothers. This per-
centage is the same as during World War IT when cen-
ters were federally [unded hecause of the need for
women to till the jobs vacated by men, Federal funds
have continued to trickle into childcare, and Nixon
threatened Lo take even that Hitle away in '73, Angry
working mothers, determinsd not to guit their jobs
and be {orced back onm wellare, took to the streets.
This stalled the cutbacks.
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Where women

[ :;;I:i_” .,l_r'll._ll'hl’:r I‘-I"I_":II"II;.. SOMTIE wq‘:-rlri:’“lg WARITLET)
professicnal and nen-professional—secking  equal
pav for equal work, have revived the kqual Rights
Amendment which had been bottled vp in committee
since 1923, Though the ERA it=elf has not vet been
passed, employers have already shown how they
inbenad to wse it Instead of cgual rights, they are
making it egual lack of rights.

By using Title VI af the Civil Hig]‘dg Act. which
zays there shall be oo discrimination on the grounds
of race, sex, age or religion, companies are taking
away breaks For owomen, since this “discriminates
against men.” Bank of America in 5an Francisco tried
b bake sway company-provided taxi Fare home for
women whe worked night shift until the men and
wamen ol logelther Lo protest B ol A% Lactics, Fiber-
bourd Corporation has taken away overtirme after 8
hours [or women. Many companies hawve lowered
men's wages bo the level of women's,




Woreern Who Work, by Grace Hutchins, (MY, |
ating descriptions of working wamen, their the
tions againsl which they struggled, Unfortun:

'i may bl 3% in the stacks of some libraries, 1t is»

Labor's Untald Story, By Richard ©. Boyer and
52.50) This stery o battles and betrayals ar
events that involved women. Il is good back
which waomen’s struggles teok place.

Cantury of Strueele by Eleanor Flexner, {M Y« At
suffrage for women, the original women's righ
the sutfrage movement to the abolition move
izations and trade unions.

973, 53 a5y This |‘%.:|l.|.l|||:_'l:l||_:-r'|-;_|t:|'1.bt hand a

/ Black Women in White America: A Dicusmentar
=a o |, ISP

work today

Realizing the weaknesses of the ERA, men and
women have pushed for bills that specity that laws
which protect rights specifically [or women be exten-
ded to men. But again, big companies are geiling
around this. In Californita a bill is pending which
exlends protective legislation (o cover men as well as
vervmen . Before this bill 3% _L1i:I*.i5t'l-.i the Indusirial Wel-
tare Commission which proposes and enforoes state
protective laws, is wiping out many of the laws that
protect women so there will be few lell e extend to
men, Their new propesal does not specify weight
limitations; no lounges for men or wWomen; no spe-
ditic temperature limits—hot or cold (heat is being
turned olf in some plantal: avertime will be paid atter
40 hours a week instead of 8 haurs a2 day. Sanitary
conditions, especially important bor roigrant workers
do not come under lthe proposed new laws.
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Looking to women arvunu ¢

Throughout the world, women have risen up to take
a wital rale in the =i |'|.:g,i..;||-'-:_- b liberate their nations,
They are working bo build new secieties that recog-
nize the real equality of women and men,

“Waomen, arise, awake, march, let vour echoing foot-
steps be heard Irom ocean to ocean and across the

-
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Wormen Fho Work, by Grace Hutchins. (N.Y .- International Fublishess, 19341 This book contains facin-
ating descriptions of working women, their thoughts and lite-styles as well as the miserable work condi-
tione against which they struggled. Unfortunately, it i= nol readily available in book stores, but you
may find it in the stacks of some libraries. 11 is worth hunting For,

Labror's Untald Slory, By Richard O3, Bewer and Herbert M. Morais. (United Electrical Worlers, 1853,
%2.500 This stery of battles and betravals and wvicterics of American working peeple includes some
evenls that involved women. It is good background reading, painting the picture of the times during
which womens struggles ook place,

Century af Strugelo by Eleanor Flexner. (MY .: Atheneurmn, 1973, $3.95) This is a history of the struggle for
suftrage tar women, the original women's rights movement in the United States. [k shows the relation of
the suffrage moevement to the aboliion movement and the development of working women's organ-
izalions and trade unions.

Dlack Wamean in White America: A Documentary History edited by Gerda Lermer, (8 Y. Vintzge Books,
1973, $3,85) This is a collection of Frst hand acceunts where black seomen tell not n-nl;.- what iFs like o
be oppressed —as blacks and as woemen—but also how they have struggled against their oppression. This
is an incredibly lively and moving collection.

Sisterhaod 1s Powerful: An Anthalogy of Writings from the Women's Libsration Movemenf, edited by
Faobin Morgan, (MY, Vintage Trade Books, 1970) Includes wriling on jobs, schoola, sexuality, black
wuormen, chicana women, gay liberation, China,

Azian Womeon by Asian Wamen, (IO, Berkeley, 18711 Callection of writings that describe the history and
living situation of Asian women in the U5, United Front Press, 52,04

Wonen and Work in Americo by Robert W, Smuts, (N.Y: Schocken Books, 1971}

Woaman in American Seciety: An Historical Contribution, by Ann M. Gordon, Mari Jo Buhle, and Nancy
Schrom: (Cambridge: Kadical America, 1972, 50 cents) From the [ntroduction: ~. . . those wha helieve
women have no history are poorly equipped to aftect that strugele, | and “to misunderstand women's
history is bo misunderstand American history as a whole "

The Political Eeanamy of Wamean's Liberation. Two articles, Women as house workers (by Margaret Bens-
ton) and as wiage laborers by Mickey Ellinger). United Front Press, 25 cents.

Litweration Noie, edited by Deborah Babeox and Madelin Belkin {(N.Y.: Dell, 19711 Includes a number of
prrsonal accounts of the experiences of women at work.

The Wornen in American History by Gerda Lerner. (Menlo Park, Calif: Addison-Wesley Fublishing Ca..
1971 This deals more extensively with black women's history as part of the general history of American
WOTNEN .
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Brides from Bridewell, Weller Blumenthal: 5; phatd el sculpluse by Eticnng Joeagrad],
Bursau of Indian Affairs: a3t}

Cathy Cade: A% bl 51, 53k}, 54, 551, 0)

Century of Struggle, Elsancr Slexner: 12

The Chinese Helpod Build America: 181

Cufwer Spevice: 280b-15, 18t

Executive Crrder 9046E; 30

Faraiy Filtm Camamibies; 50

Harlem on My Mind, &llan Schocner s 451

Indian Vaice Magazinge: 451

Jepanese American Hesezch Praject . 17

Flusa Jennings: 458011, 5211)

feishas: 59imi

Mationa Geographic Magazine, 1944 - 35, 3G, 37

ey York Public Library Piciurg Collection: Siemi, Sthi, Tik

Qi of the Jungle, Oreas and Diarmand © 1T8-13 L, 1900, 4701

Palamia: Youeg | ords Parky - 46

Pictarial Histary of Ameriean Laber, Willlam Cann: 2 58{b). &0, TR, & 9, 1001, b 14i0), 23k, 241k
Pictarial Histery of the Megro in America, Hughes and Maitzer: 100m), 12im0 13t m), 4200, 42 dranad 4o, Berd
A Proud People: Black Americans, irving YWerstein: 42(b)

Revoll of American 'Women. Cliver Jensen: 2600, 36, 40

Salt of the Earth: Story of a Film, Herbert Biberman: 47

These Ara Americans, John A, Radomaker - 28

Women Against Slavary. Samuel Sillen: 12

Women Are Hare 1o Stay, Agnes Rogoers: 18141, 26, 26, #3527

Wiorld Wide Photos ; 22t} 40
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Brran aun Roses
Br lames Oreesas

A5 WE COME MARCHING, MARCHING [N THE RFATTY
O THT DAY,

A MILLION DAREENED EITCHEMS, & THOUSAML MILL
LOTTSE GRAY,

ART TOUCHED WL ALL THE RADLAMCL THAT & SUTIMEY
SUH DIECLOSES,

For THE PROTIT MEaR Us SiNGING: HREAD ARD
poars! Brean awp goses!”

AL WE coOME MARTHING, MARCHING, WTE BATTLE TOD
POk MEN,

Fur THEY AKE WOMEN'S CHILDEEM, AND WE MOILLE
THER AGATH.

LU LIVES SILALL KOT BE SWEATEL FRUOM BLRTH
UMTIL LIFE CLOSEST

HEARTS STARVE 45 WELL A% BOTFS; GIVE 75 BREAD,
HUT GIVE UE ROsSE:S!

AS WE COME MARCHING, MARCHING, TIKYTUMEERED
WLIMLN LLAL

50 CEYING THROUGH GUFR SINGIMG THEIR ANUIERT CHEY

TOR RREAD,

SMALL AN ARD LOVE ARL BLAUTY LR DEUDNGING
LPTELTS EMEW,

YES, IT [S BREAD WE FICHT FOR—UUT WE FLGILL
ok ROGES. Towl

M5 OWE COME MARCHING, MARCHING, WE BRING THE
GREATER THAYE.

THE R1s1MG OF TUE WOMIN MEANS THE RISTKG OF THF
BACE.

Mo MORE THE DRUDGE AND IDLER—TEN THAT TOIL
WIUERL ONE REIGSCS,

BuT A sEARING OF LIFE'S GLORIES! BREAD AND RUSES!
BRFAT AWT ROSES

Fubl shec ard Distrismled Lo L

Unitad Frant Prazs
2 (7 Ao 20009
B Trnesco, Salierma 92444n



Thes sieng, writtarn by Pracria Fire for the Inigrnational Wormen's Day Celebrabicn in San 3
Franeison in T2 gave us {he inspiration for this book. Prairie Fire has conlinuad fo write )
songs ahoul the strugales ol working peopls and oppressed pacple. They have just cut a
racard thal wil socon be relgasad, anid they are in the procass of publishing a book of their
A0nge. Wnte us tor mere intormalion: Women's History Group. 507 Capp Straetl, San
Francisco. A 84110
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2w tHE swEATSHOPS oF NEW YORE FOR LESS THAR 58 & d Is tHE 2iwe swEs oF Nuevo Megacoo

WEEE Dancer LUBKED 1M TUNNELS WHERE MEN WOTITT HAVE
AND THAT PAID FOR TUBEAD AND NEEDLE WITH A LITTLE T G0

LEFT T EAT. THL MI_'I"I_ ECFUSED TO LARDE AMND HELD THE SCABS AT BAY
So riose 20,000 WORKERS WHO [N SWEATSHOPS FLIED Unrie A COURT 1] UNCTION SWEIT THEIR FICKET LINE

THEIR TEADE AT & "r'._

WENT OUT ON 5TRIKE TOGETHER

ANDOUT ON STRIKE THEY STAYED. *

As FOR THIRTEEN WELKS THIY NLARLY [MIED,
THE WOMEN LED THE BATTLE,

WWE'LL WiIN THIS STRTEE THEY CRIED!

CAN YOU TILL ME, WILAT HAVE WOMEN DONET
WHAT caM woRETN wOMEN Dol

[4 THE ar10 rLakTs of FuinTt Micmican

THE MEN THERE STAGED 4 STTTHINR ARTH THE W1V LS
THERF TDOOK & STAMD,

[ T1E FACE OF CUKS ANT EARRED WIRE TIHE WOMER
CAME FREPARED,

WITH CrOwWpARS, CLUBES, AND BRDOBMATICES ANTD THE

MISERY THEY SHARETH
ARD TIGHTING 1M TIHE WINTER 5UK
THE WoMEN STOOD BESIDE THEIR MEN
UnMTIL THE FIGHT WAS WON,
WILL ¥OU TOLL ME, WHAT HAVE WOMEN DONET
VWHAT CAN WORKIE WOMER D307

S0 THE WIVLES CAME AND FORMED THE LINES AGAIN

ANT ALL THE BOSSES EFFOHETS T3 DEFEAT THEM WERE 14

VAL,
CAN ¥OU TELL ME, WLIAT HAVE WOMEN TRINE]
WHAT CAN WORETN WOMEN Dol

3 Down ar Fawan 1w Fu Paso

THE BAROM'S FOWER WAS DEFIED,

WHEN CHICANO WORKERS STRUCE THERE

For THEIR RIGHTS 50 LONG DEMIED,

| HE STRIKERS, MOSTLY WOMEN,

Fose 7o DELAK THADITION'S CHAINS

CoMING FORTH TL LEAD THE BATTLD

THAT WILL EHTF A TYRANMT 5 REIGN,

AND THOUGL THE DATTLE THERL WILL SO BL WOMN,
THE sTRUGGLE 15N'T OVER, 1M FACT IT' S [UST BEGUN.
AN ¥0OU TELL MT, WHAT HAVE WOMEN DONWET
VWHAT CAN WORKIN WOMEN DO?



THIS INSULTS WOMEN

This Tnoults Women THIS EXPLO'TS WOMEN

THIS EXPLOITS WOMEN THIS INSULTS WOMEN

This Insults Women @ @ This Exploits Women

THIS AD

INSULTS THIS EXPLOITS PEOPLE

YIPPIE!

WOMEN




